
 

 

 

 

TAKE THE GENERIC DRUGS TRUE-FALSE QUIZ! 

1) Every brand-name drug has a generic equivalent. FALSE 

About 75 percent of brand-name drugs have a generic equivalent. However, even when a particular brand drug has 
no generic equivalent, a very similar generic in the same drug class is likely to be available. Patients should ask their 
doctor if there is a generic in the class of drugs they are taking. 

NOTE: Pharmacists are not allowed to offer same class alternatives, so patients need to discuss this with their 
doctor. Pharmacists are only allowed to offer you drug-for-drug generic equivalents. 

2) Generic drugs are equally safe and as effective as their brand-name counterparts. TRUE 

Generic drugs go through the same rigorous approval process as brand-name drugs. 

3) “Free samples” given out at doctor’s offices save consumers money. FALSE 

“Free samples” are a marketing tool used by drug companies to get patients started on a more expensive brand-
name drug, which in the long run can cost consumers even more. Using a sample does not obligate a patient in any 
way to later fill a prescription for that drug, so even after a sample has been tried, patients can and should ask their 

doctor whether a generic drug could be used to treat their condition. 

NOTE: While consumers do save the cost of one co-pay by using a “free sample,” they eventually pay more in the 
long-run if the prescription is filled. 

4) Most physicians are aware of what consumers and insurance companies pay for drugs. FALSE 
Two-thirds of doctors recently reported not knowing how much patients are spending out-of-pocket for prescriptions. 

5) Members can save a substantial amount of money by asking their doctor(s) for generic drugs to treat their 
condition(s). TRUE 
Most generic drugs are placed on a lower tier, which means the member will pay a lower co-pay.   

6) Generic drugs look exactly like their brand name counterparts. FALSE 
Although the active ingredient is identical, the medication may be a different shape and/or color. 

7) Most Physicians know when and if a generic equivalent is available. FALSE  

Generics are being introduced into the market at a rapid pace. In fact, they’re being introduced so quickly that 
physicians may not know if the brand they prescribe for you has a generic equivalent. Ask your doctor to check the 
“May Substitute” box on the prescription just in case. If there is no generic equivalent available, the brand-name 
drug will be provided. If there is a generic equivalent available, you’ll save some money! 

8) The pharmacist will usually tell customers if there is a generic available in the same class. FALSE  

Pharmacists are excellent at informing customers if their brand name drug has a generic equivalent available. 
However, only your doctor can prescribe a generic available in the same class of drugs. Patients should discuss other 
same-class generic alternatives with their doctor. 

9) Brand-name drugs are safer than generics. FALSE  

Generic drugs go through the same rigorous quality checks as brand drugs. In addition, generics have been on the 
market much longer (first as a brand, then as a generic). As a result, their side effects and effectiveness have been 
studied much longer. Overall, generic drugs are as safe as or safer than brand-name drugs. 

 


